Town Council Minutes – June 3, 2014 




REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING OF THE STEPHENS CITY TOWN COUNCIL

Tuesday June 3, 2014
7:30 p.m.

Mayor Joy Shull-Gellner called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. and led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance.
Council member Bowers offered the invocation. 

Roll call showed the following present: 

Vice Mayor Linden A. Fravel, Jr., Council member Bowers, Council member Dilg, Council member Joseph Grayson, Council member Joseph Hollis, Council member Nauman.  
Staff present: Mike Kehoe, Town Manager; David Griffin, Town Attorney; Chief of Police, 

Charles Bockey, Tina Wyatt, Town Treasurer, Dianne MacMillan, Town Clerk.  
Press:   None
Guests: Michella Orndorff, rep for 
AGENDA

Vice Mayor Fravel moved that Council adopt the agenda for June 3, 2014 and the motion passed.

PUBLIC HEARING 
Special Use Permit – New Beginnings Church – 5025 Main Street

The Mayor opened the Public Hearing for the Special Use Permit application by New Beginnings Church.  Mr. Kehoe explained that the property in question was adjacent to the current location and the church wanted to move into a vacant portion of the building.  He said that because this required a change of use, it also required a special use permit and would also require building code improvements.   He added that the recommendation of the Planning Commission was included in the agenda packet with the same conditions from the first special use permit in 2010 with the requirement that parking would be on the property and not to go onto Lantz’ parking area. Mr. Kehoe added that there was also interest in the other vacant building on the south side for a used car lot which would not require a special use permit but could take up some of the parking. Michella Orndorff, present to represent the church asked for Council approval of the special use permit. There were no further comments and the Public Hearing was closed at 7:35.
PUBLIC COMMENT

The Mayor asked if there was anyone present who wished to address Council on any item not on the agenda.  There was no response.

MINUTES – Regular Meeting of May 6, 2014 
Council member Dilg moved for approval of the minutes of the regular Town Council meeting of May 6, 2014 and the motion carried with the following recorded vote:

Recorded Vote:


Vice Mayor Fravel

-
Aye

Nay - None

Council member Bowers
-
Aye

Abstain - None

Council member Dilg

-
Aye

Absent - None

Council member Grayson
-
Aye






Council member Hollis
-
Aye



Council member Nauman
-
Aye


    
TREASURERS REPORT 
The Mayor said that Council had the Treasurer’s report and asked if there were any questions for the Treasurer. Council member Hollis asked if tax revenues were coming in regularly and was the extension to June 15 in effect.  Town Treasure, Tina Wyatt reported that the revenues were coming in but the extension to the 15th was actually on Sunday so no penalties would be added until after Monday.  There were no further questions and the treasurer’s report was accepted for information only.
POLICE REPORT – Charles Bockey, Chief 

The Mayor advised that the members had the Police Report and asked for any questions to be directed to Chief Bockey.  Chief Bockey reminded Council that in April he submitted Officer Baber’s name for an award through the HEAT program of the Virginia State Police and on May 15th the award was presented.  He added that to the surprise of everyone, Officer Baber received two awards.  The Chief said that as a result of the investigation there were four areas in which to qualify and Office Baber qualified in all of them.  He received a certificate from the Virginia State Police for Division 2.  He continued that as a result of his investigation into the auto theft and credit card fraud coming as a result of that, Office Baber also received the DeHart Memorial Fund Award from the Virginia State Police.  He noted that it was a great honor. Chief Bockey said he received a letter from Brian Moran, the Secretary of Public Safety and Homeland Security of Virginia on behalf of the governor expressing their appreciation for Officer Baber’s investigation and accomplishments.  Chief Bockey said he wanted him to be recognized tonight and would like to request an administrative day for Officer Baber from Town Council.  He noted that the investigation was on-going throughout the state and Officer Baber did a fantastic job and he was proud of him.  Officer Baber received applause from all and congratulations.  Council member Hollis moved that Town Council approved an administrative day for Officer Baber and the motion passed unanimously. There were no further comments and the police report was accepted as presented for information.  
ACTION AGENDA
A. Special Use Permit – New Beginnings Church – 5025 Main Street

The Mayor said the first item on the action agenda was action on the Special Use Permit submitted by New Beginnings Church.
Vice Mayor Fravel moved that Town Council approve the Special Use Permit for New Beginnings Church with the same conditions as originally of parking only on their property; and in order to make good neighbors, make sure Lantz parking lot, as privately owned, was not included in the parking area without their specific approval. 

The Mayor called for a vote and the motion passed with the following recorded vote:
Recorded Vote:


Council member Bowers
-
Aye

Nay – Vice Mayor Fravel


Council member Dilg

-
Aye

Abstain - None

Council member Grayson
-
Aye

Absent - None

Council member Hollis
-
Aye






Council member Nauman
-
Aye



B.  Resolution – Authorization of Contribution Rate for Virginia Retirement System

       The Mayor noted the second item was author of contribution rate for the Virginia Retirement System.  Mr. Kehoe stated that this resolution was required to be adopted every two years using the current rate.  Council member Hollis added that this was historically the rate the town had chosen. Mr. Kehoe noted that the Finance Committee had recommended the adoption of the resolution with the rate. Council member Hollis moved that the Town Council adopt the resolution with the certified rate of 24.43% as noted and the motion passed with the following recorded vote:
Recorded Vote:


Vice Mayor Fravel

-
Aye

Nay - None


Council member Bowers
-
Aye

Abstain - None

Council member Dilg

-
Aye

Absent - None

Council member Grayson
-
Aye






Council member Hollis
-
Aye



Council member Nauman
-
Aye


    

C.  Set Date for Special Meeting for adoption of Tax Rate, Budget Transfers and 2014-2015 

      Fiscal Year Budget

The Mayor presented the third item on the agenda to set meetings for the adoption of the tax rate, budget transfers and the Fiscal Year 2014-2015 Budget.  The Mayor asked if the date provided enough time for all the restrictions and requirements and the Town Attorney said it did.  
Council member Hollis move that Town Council set the date for the special meeting for adoption of tax rates, budget transfers and adoption of the Fiscal Year 2014-2015 budget for June 25 at 7:30 pm and the motion carried with the following recorded vote:
Recorded Vote:


Vice Mayor Fravel

-
Aye

Nay - None


Council member Bowers
-
Aye

Abstain - None

Council member Dilg

-
Aye

Absent - None

Council member Grayson
-
Aye






Council member Hollis
-
Aye



Council member Nauman
-
Aye


    

COMMITTEE REPORTS
A.   Administrative Committee – Joseph Hollis, Chair

No meeting was held.
B.   Finance Committee – Joseph Hollis, Chair 

Council member Hollis reported that the committee met on the 28th and, as previously adopted by Council, did approve the retirement contribution rate.   He stated that the Committee had decided to liquidate a CD that matures in June in the amount of $19, 828.37 currently earning .2% interest, to be used for computer upgrades.  
Council member Hollis reported that the Committee discussed laptop computers for the police depart.  He said, as shown on the documentation reviewed by the Committee, Frederick County Sheriff’s Department would institute this program on July 1st of 2014.  He stated that for the Town not to go along with this program would result in undue paperwork for the Town’s police department as well as doubling the work for transferring data over into the format the County would require.  He noted that every three to four years, upgrades are necessary.  Council member Hollis advised that this would require computers for all five cars, mounts for each car, operating software, wireless service, and installation totaling approximately $40,000.00.  He said that Officer Baber was available that night to answer any questions. 

Officer Baber stated that he had worked hard trying to get the cost down as low as possible.  He said he worked with vendors, they were responsive and most bumped the Town from small scale to 25+ unit price so that brought the cost down a little.  The mounts were steep but if the vehicles change, the mounts can be used in new cars.  He said that it is in mid discussion stage but in the next three or four years, the state would probably mandate  mobile computing so by upgrading to computers now, the Town would be saving a lot of money and using Frederick County’s costs.   Council member Nauman noted that there was also a saving on training if the Town went ahead and made the purchase with Frederick County, the town could piggyback on the training that was being offered.  Officer Baber said the training was a big part of the program and the program administrator for Frederick County was made our administrator. Also the Town had to sign its own licensing agreement with Microsoft but all the updates would be taken care of through Frederick County instead of paying a separate IT service.  Chief Bockey noted that the training had already started but it would be done in stages.  Council member Hollis moved that the Town approve purchase of mobile computers and associated costs for the Police Department and the motion passed with the following recorded vote:
Recorded Vote:


Vice Mayor Fravel

-
Aye

Nay - None


Council member Bowers
-
Aye

Abstain - None

Council member Dilg

-
Aye

Absent - None

Council member Grayson
-
Aye






Council member Hollis
-
Aye



Council member Nauman
-
Aye


    

C.  Personnel Committee – Martha Dilg, Chair

Council member Dilg said a meeting was held and several items were discussed.  She stated that the Committee recommended a 2% cola increase for employees.  Town Attorney Dave Griffin asked if this was factored into the budget for 2014-2015 and Mr. Kehoe said it was so no action was needed on the part of Council.  The Mayor asked for clarification on action by Council – if Council does not approved these items to be done as part of the budget, does that mean that after the public hearing, Council would need to go through these motions again.  Mr. Griffin advised that if these were built into the budget, it was already covered.  He added that if Council wanted to amend the budget, that could be handled after the adoption of the budget.  Mr. Kehoe reminded everyone that anything over $5000.00 needed approval. Council member Nauman noted that if the money was appropriated as part of the FY 2014-2015 budget, it required no further action.  Mr. Kehoe added that if it was part of the 2015 budget, approval from Council was still required for purchases of $5000.00 as part of the procurement policy.  Mr. Griffin stated that the first step would be to budget it and the second step would be to follow the procurement policy – the Town could not go out for procurement until adoption of the budget. Council member Nauman suggested that the policy could be reviewed by the Finance Committee in the future.  
D.  Public Safety Committee – Ronald Bowers, Chair 


No meeting was held.
E.  Public Works Committee – Joseph Grayson, Chair

No meeting was held.
F.   Water/Sewer Committee 
No meeting was held.
G. Parks & Recreation Commission – Ronald Bowers, Chair

Council member Bowers advised they did meet and the Committee wanted to remind everyone that the groundbreaking for the Veterans’ Memorial would be held Friday, June 6th, a significant day to hold it, at 3:00 p.m. at the old school complex. He said that Don Ratliff would be the speaker and everyone should have received a copy of the program.  He encouraged everyone to attend.  
Newtown Heritage Festival Report

Adrian O’Connor, President of the Committee reported that they had a festival and a good one and maybe a great one given the fortuitous weather.  He said that in addition to thanking the members of the committee, he wanted to thank the Mayor and members of council who took the time to attend the historic presentation.  He stated that their presence meant a lot, especially at an event that highlighted the heritage of the Town.  Mr. O’Connor thanked Officer Fox and the town police who made things run smoothly and sent a particular shout-out to the town maintenance crew who went above and beyond in helping out at the Festival.  He said finally the fireworks were the best in the valley and he expressed thanks to the Bowman Shoemaker Companies and especially to the Hollis Family Foundation for making that show possible.  He said they were anticipating doing it again in 2015 and hopes it would go as well and smoothly.  Everyone gave a round of applause.  Council member Bowers reminded everyone that the festival donated $400.00 to the memorial from some of their events.
Council member Grayson moved that Town Council approved the committee meeting minutes and reports for information.  The motion passed unanimously.
TOWN MANAGERS REPORT – Mike Kehoe, Town Manager
1. Mr. Kehoe reported the town office was getting interest in the Assistant Town Manager position with about ten applications so far.  They will be taken through the end of the month. 
2. Mr. Kehoe reported that today the town maintenance crew erected the posts for the new historic signage that will go in on the north and south ends of Main Street. The other two entrances into the Town will be at a later date.
3. Mr. Kehoe reported receiving a response on the slate roof repair on one of the school buildings. He said just to stop the leaking, they recommended putting pieces of tin in until major repairs or replacement can be undertaken later. He said he approved this at $80 hour and it should take about a day.
4. The Town Manager said that the maintenance crew had not gotten around to painting the curbs yet because of other projects but they still plan getting to the project this month and maybe running into July.
5. Mr. Kehoe said of the fire hydrants that were inoperative – one is now back on line and the second one is scheduled to be fixed on Monday.
6. He said the best news was that Crooked Lane was now in the state road system and the Town could move forward with getting other streets into the state system to get them maintained by VDOT.
7. He said the yard crawl was coming up and he would be attending the meeting in Woodstock but the Lions Club was going to assume the responsibility of the yard crawl beginning this August.  He said it was agreed that it would be a good fund raiser for them. 
COUNCIL COMMENTS/CALENDAR


The Mayor asked for changes to the calendar and Council comments.  There were no changes and the Mayor stated that all meetings would stand as shown on the calendar unless otherwise notified.
MOTION FOR CLOSED MEETING

Date:  June 3, 2014
Motion By:  Council member Joseph Grayson

I move that the Council of the Town of Stephens City enter Closed Session pursuant to Section 2.2-3711.A.7 of the Code of Virginia, 1950, As Amended, for the purpose of consultation with legal counsel retained by a public body regarding specific legal matters requiring the provision of legal advice by such counsel.            

VOTE:

Aye –
Vice Mayor Fravel


Council member Bowers

Council member Dilg


Council member Grayson


Council member Harter


Council member Hollis

Nay – None

Absent/Abstain -None

ATTEST: __________________________________


     Dianne L. MacMillan, CMC, Town Clerk 
Council member Dilg moved to reconvene to open session.  The motion passed.
CERTIFICATION OF CLOSED MEETING RESOLUTION

Date: June 3, 2014
Motion By: Council member Grayson

WHEREAS, the Council of the Town of Stephens City, Virginia has convened a closed meeting on this date pursuant to an affirmative recorded vote and in accordance with the provisions of the Virginia Freedom of Information Act; and

WHEREAS, Section 2.2-3712.D of the Code of Virginia requires a certification by this Council that such Closed Meeting was conducted in conformity with Virginia law,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Council hereby certifies that, to the best of each member’s knowledge, (i) only public business matters lawfully exempted from open meeting requirements by Virginia law were discussed in the closed meeting to which this certification resolution applies, and (ii) only such public business matters as were identified in the motion convening the closed meeting were heard, discussed or considered by the Council.

RECORDED ROLL CALL VOTE:

Aye –

 
Vice Mayor Fravel



Council member Dilg


Council member Grayson


Council member Harter


Council member Hollis


Council member Bowers

Nay –None

Absent –None

Abstain – None

__________________________________

Dianne L. MacMillan, CMC, Town Clerk
There was no action taken as a result of Closed Session.
There being no further business, Vice Mayor Fravel moved to adjourn at 8:45 p.m. and the motion carried.








___________________________________








Joy B. Shull-Gellner, Mayor 

__________________________________

Dianne L. MacMillan, CMC, Town Clerk
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