Town Council Minutes – October 7, 2014 




REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING OF THE STEPHENS CITY TOWN COUNCIL

Tuesday October 7, 2014
7:30 p.m.

Mayor Dilg called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. and led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance.
Council member Bowers offered the invocation. 

Roll call showed the following present: 

Vice Mayor Fravel, Council member Bowers, Council member Joseph Grayson, Council member Joseph Hollis, Council member Jason Nauman.  

Staff present: Mike Kehoe, Town Manager; David Griffin, Town Attorney; Officer Scott Baber, 

            Stephens City P. D., Tina Wyatt, Town Treasurer, Dianne MacMillan, Town Clerk.  
Press:   Ryan Cornell, Northern Virginia Daily; Raya Zimmerman, Winchester Star
Guests: Jimmy Tinsman, Sherando Warrior Club Co-President; Justin Petrie, Eagle Scout;   

Town Manager, Mike Kehoe introduced Mike Majher, the Assistant Town Manager, to the Council and all those present. He said Mr. Majher started with the Town approximately two weeks ago and hit the ground running. He added that the website was way out of date and has been brought up to date for the most part.  Mr. Kehoe said he was thinking they made the right decision and look forward to working with Mike for the rest of his time with the Town and hope he will be with the town for a long time.  Mike Majher said he hoped so too and was glad to be with the Town.  
AGENDA

On motion by Vice Mayor Fravel, the Council adopted the agenda for October 7, 2014 and the motion passed unanimously.

PUBLIC COMMENT

The Mayor asked for anyone present who would like to speak on any subject not on the agenda to do so.

Jimmy Tinsman, Warrior Club Co-President reported to Council that the club has started the process last year in June with planning and getting logistical stuff together.  He said the inflatables company in town was great to work with and provided a good service.  They used an incident management system this year with separate responsibilities and it turned out well.  He said they had safety marshals at all intersection; coordinated with the Town for fencing and readying the Commons; coordinated with the Police Department for roadway shutdowns; coordinated with the fire department and fire marshal for the bonfire.  He said they had 35 entries in the parade which was an increase.  There were no injuries or incidents.  The band handled the concession stand to help raise funds for uniforms.  He reported that they cleaned up after the event.  Mr. Kehoe reported that it was the cleanest that he had ever seen after a parade or an event and the maintenance crew had very little to do.  Mr. Tinsman thanked the town and said everyone was very appreciative of the support given to the school.  He added that it was great to have the Town involved with the school and Sherando was one of very few schools in the area that could have a parade and have its own town to connect with.  He said it was great for the school and they were looking forward to starting all over again in July next year.
MINUTES – Regular Meeting of September 2, 2014 
Council member Hollis moved for approval of the minutes.  Council member Nauman noted a typo.  Council member Hollis amended his motion to approval of the minutes of the regular Town Council meeting of September 2, 2014 as corrected and the motion carried with the following recorded vote:

Recorded Vote:


Council member Bowers
-
Aye

Nay - None

Council member Grayson
-
Aye

Absent/Abstain - None

Council member Hollis
-
Aye
Council member Nauman
-
Aye 

                


TREASURERS REPORT 
The Mayor noted that Council had the Treasurer’s report and asked the Treasurer if she had any comments.  Tina Wyatt, Town Treasurer asked if there were any questions and they were none.  The Treasurer’s report was accepted for information.
POLICE REPORT – Charles Bockey, Chief 

Mayor Dilg said Council had the police report and asked Officer Baber had any comments to add.  Officer Baber reported that the computers and the stands were in and should be in the cars within the next ten days.  Council member Hollis asked if they had any training on the computers and Officer Baber said they all had training last summer.  He added that as soon as they finish getting the software installed and Verizon activates the signal, the computer should be in use – maybe in the next ten to fourteen days.  The Police Report was accepted as presented for information.
ACTION AGENDA
A. Resolution of Appreciation – Justin Petrie and

     Resolution of Appreciation – Joy B Shull-Gellner

Mayor Dilg asked for one motion to adopt both resolutions together.  Grayson moved that Town Council adopt the Resolutions of Appreciation for Joy B. Shull-Gellner and Justin Petrie and the motion passed with the following recorded vote:
Recorded Vote:


Council member Bowers
-
Aye

Nay - None


Council member Grayson
-
Aye

Absent/Abstain - None

Council member Hollis
-
Aye

Council member Nauman
-
Aye 

                


The Mayor asked to reverse the order as Justin Petrie was present.  She asked him to approach the front of the room and she read the resolution (copy attached) and presented him with a copy of the Resolution followed by applause from all those present.  


Mayor Dilg read the Resolution of Appreciation for Joy B. Shull-Gellner (copy attached).
Mr. Kehoe said he did speak with Joy last week and she had hoped to be present but could not make it.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
A.   Administrative Committee – Joseph Hollis, Chair

No meeting was held.
B.   Finance Committee – Joseph Hollis, Chair 

Council member Hollis nothing to add to the report but there was an action item to bring before Council.  He said it was a timing issue.  The Treasurer will be sending out tax bills but the Town was at a point where there are bills to pay.  He said the Committee recommends that there be a transfer of $25,000.00 from the utility fund to the general fund.  The Mayor asked for a motion and Council member Bowers moved that Town Council authorize a transfer of $25,000.00 from utility services to the general operating fund.  The motion passed with the following recorded vote:
Recorded Vote:


Council member Bowers
-
Aye

Nay - None


Council member Grayson
-
Aye

Absent/Abstain - None

Council member Hollis
-
Aye

Council member Nauman
-
Aye 

                


C.  Personnel Committee – Joseph Hollis, Chair

Council member Hollis reported that the Committee met and made a selection for a possible candidate for assistant town clerk.  He said they were waiting for background checks and hopefully would have her in place soon.  He advised that there was also a new job description for review for Director of Maintenance – council approval was not needed.
D.  Public Safety Committee – Ronald Bowers, Chair 


No meeting
E.  Public Works Committee – Joseph Grayson, Chair
 
Council member Grayson said the committee met, the report was attached and there was no action needed at this time. 
F.   Water/Sewer Committee 
Council member Nauman reported that the committee did meet and have asked administration to start work on a block grant to fund water and sewer extension to West Fairfax Street.  He reported that they also requested administration to prepare a list of needed projects for committee prioritization next month. Council member Nauman reported that the Committee asked to recommend Council to authorize an extension of the contract with Peed & Bortz up to $10,000 for continued work on scope included on the original contract related to the service authority.  Council member Nauman moved that Council appropriate $10,000.00 for continued work on the original scope of work included in the original contract with Peed & Bortz.  The motion passed with the following recorded vote:
Recorded Vote:


Council member Bowers
-
Aye

Nay - None


Council member Grayson
-
Aye

Absent/Abstain - None

Council member Hollis
-
Aye

Council member Nauman
-
Aye 

                


G. Parks & Recreation Commission – Ronald Bowers, Chair

Councilmember Bowers said the committee did meet and an item of interest to everyone was that Stephens Landing had named their trail, The School House Trail which was appropriate as it goes down that way.  He added that Mr. Kehoe would cover the Veterans’ Memorial update in his report.

Mr. Kehoe added that the proposed lease for the property at the Old School was included for Council review and would be the subject of a public hearing at the next Council meeting.

Council member Hollis moved that Town Council approve the committee meeting minutes and reports for information and the motion passed unanimously.
TOWN MANAGERS REPORT – Mike Kehoe, Town Manager
1. Mr. Kehoe reported that since last month significant progress had been made on the memorial with the assistant of Gary Fletcher who worked with the Korean War monument in Winchester.  He said that others had donated time and equipment for the memorial. He estimated that the memorial was about half way there and at present we were waiting for special bricks for angled construction instead of leaving a seam that could shift.  Mr. Kehoe said that in the meantime the thought over 120 bricks had been sold.  He said the list would probably be going to Frederick Block for engraving next week for the first installation.  He advised that everyone was still shooting for November 11th for the dedication ceremony but a decision would be made in the middle of October depending on when the bricks come in.  He encouraged any council member who wants to dedicate bricks do so as soon as possible. 
2. The Town Manager addressed the North Main Street project noting that the Town has spent $125,600 on engineering on the project.  VDOT required more engineering which was not done because it seemed repetitious.  He said he proposed to table the project, submitted this to VDOT and had not had a reply from them.  He added that if the Town was to continue the project, it would continue to run up engineering fees.  Mr. Kehoe said that it looked like VDOT was not willing to see the project completed even though it would improve the town with curb and guttering and drainage on the north end with sidewalks and landscaping.  
Council member Hollis asked if the Town could contact a legislator to try to move this a little.  He said that the fact was that the town had already expended a large amount of money for a town this size.  Council member Nauman agreed that the Town should follow up with legislators.  Council member Hollis noted that upon annexation, people were excited about improvements to be made and these improvements would make the citizens on the north end of town to feel more like a part of downtown. He said the Town should definitely contact the legislators if this could move the project forward. Council member Nauman stated that he would like to see a letter from the Town sent to state legislators and have a template that all Council members could send as well.
3. Mr. Kehoe said that the good news was that the Town finally acquired a new server and desktops, badly needed in the administrative office and the police had their upgrades as well. He added that there were still a couple of pieces of equipment on order.  He said that the next step would be to get the upgrades for the accounting system.
4. The Town Manager reported that last week the Frederick County Building Official approved the demolition permit for 5546 Valley Pike at the south end of Town.  He said the eyesore was removed by E. R. Neff at the owner’s expense.
5. Mr. Kehoe reported that more good news was the Town water and sewer utility bill was down for the month of September.  He added that what was rare was that the water bill was actually higher than the sewer due to the low amount of rainfall last month.

COUNCIL COMMENTS/CALENDAR


The Mayor said Council had the calendars before them and asked for any changes.  Council member Nauman asked to change the Water/Sewer Committee from the 15th to the 22nd at 5:30, leaving Public Works at 5:00 and Finance at 4:00. Council member Bowers said the Veteran’s Memorial would meet on Wednesday the 8th and all members had been notified.

Council member Bowers announced he would like to everyone know he would be having a press conference on Thursday morning at 9:00 out front of the town office to announce his candidacy for Mayor on a write in ballot.  He said anyone who would like to attend was invited.

The Town Clerk asked Council to set the holiday schedule for December. Council member Hollis asked what the state schedule was.  Council set December 25th and 26th; half day on December 31st for New Year’s Eve; and January 1st and 2nd as holiday time.
MOTION FOR CLOSED MEETING

Date: 
October 7, 2014 - 8:00 p.m.
Motion By: Council member Grayson
I move that the Council of the Town of Stephens City enter Closed Session pursuant to Section 2.2-3711.A.1 of the Code of Virginia, 1950, As Amended, for the purpose of consultation with legal counsel employed or retained by a public body regarding specific legal matters requiring the provision of legal advice by such counsel.
VOTE:

Aye –  Vice Mayor Fravel


Nay - None

Council member Bowers

Absent/Abstain - None

Council member Grayson

Council member Hollis

Council member Nauman
ATTEST: ______________________


   Dianne L. MacMillan, CMC


   Town Clerk

 Council member Grayson moved to come out of closed session and the motion passed.
CERTIFICATION OF CLOSED MEETING 

RESOLUTION

Date:
October 7, 2014

Motion By: Council member Grayson 
WHEREAS, the Council of the Town of Stephens City, Virginia has convened a closed meeting on this date pursuant to an affirmative recorded vote and in accordance with the provisions of the Virginia Freedom of Information Act; and

WHEREAS, Section 2.2-3712.D of the Code of Virginia requires a certification by this Council that such Closed Meeting was conducted in conformity with Virginia law,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Council hereby certifies that, to the best of each member’s knowledge, (i) only public business matters lawfully exempted from open meeting requirements by Virginia law were discussed in the closed meeting to which this certification resolution applies, and (ii) only such public business matters as were identified in the motion convening the closed meeting were heard, discussed or considered by the Council.

RECORDED ROLL CALL VOTE:

Aye –  Vice Mayor Fravel


Nay - None

Council member Bowers

Absent/Abstain - None

Council member Grayson

Council member Hollis

Council member Nauman
_________________________________

Dianne L. MacMillan, CMC, Town Clerk


There was no action taken as a result of closed session.
There being no further business, Vice Mayor Fravel moved to adjourn at 8:40 p.m. and the motion carried.








___________________________________








Martha Dilg, Mayor 

__________________________________

Dianne L. MacMillan, CMC, Town Clerk
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