Town Council Minutes – December 2, 2014 




REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING OF THE STEPHENS CITY TOWN COUNCIL

Tuesday December 2, 2014
7:30 p.m.

Mayor Dilg called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. and led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance.
Council member Hollis offered the invocation. 

Roll call showed the following present: 

Vice Mayor Fravel, Council member Joseph Hollis, Council member Jason Nauman.  Absent: Council member Joseph Bowers, Council member Joseph Grayson
Staff present: Mike Kehoe, Town Manager; David Griffin, Town Attorney; Mike Majher, 

Assistant Town Manager; Chief Charles Bockey, Stephens City Police Department; Tina Wyatt, Town Treasurer; Dianne MacMillan, Town Clerk; Susan Jarreau, Assistant Town Clerk 
Press:   Raya Zimmerman, Winchester Star
Guests: Paula Purchase, Amy Bailey, Mike Grim
AGENDA

On motion by Vice Mayor Fravel, the Council adopted the agenda for December 2, 2014 and the motion passed unanimously.

PUBLIC COMMENT
The Mayor asked for public comment.  Ms. Paula Purchase, who is the manager at Stonewall’s Pickin’ Place on Main Street, asked if the Town could get rumble strips on the south end of Main Street.  There had been a hit and run accident that was not reported because it happened so fast and the girl involved did not see the car and could not describe it.  She described the car as rolling pretty fast.  The girl was loading something into her car in front of the store.  The mirror on the hit and run vehicle hit the mirror of the girl’s door, which was slightly open.  The mirror on the girl’s car was hit.  They call the police daily to ask the police to sit there.  She stated the police could make monthly quotas if they patrolled the area.  She was concerned when a handicapped girl tried to cross the street.

Chief Bockey stated he is aware of the situation and had been contacted by Ms. Purchase several times.  The police are working on it.  They are using laser radar so they can sit outside of the police car and they have stopped drivers.  He referred to his report and stated that citations had picked up for the month.


Mr. Kehoe asked where the speed limit signs were posted.  Chief Bockey replied that the last one is posted at the bank and a short distance further it changes to 40 mph.  There is also one near the flower shop owned by Vice Mayor Fravel.  There are 7 to 9 signs total on the street.


Mr. Kehoe stated he did not think they could do rumble strips because it is a VDOT issue.  Chief Bockey agreed that it is a VDOT issue and they would keep pressure on them.  He will park a police car down there and extra patrols for enforcement.


Ms. Amy Bailey attended for the same purpose and asked Chief Bockey if he was aware of it and the police are down there, she is there from Wednesday through Sunday and has yet to see any police sitting there.  There are customers that park by the chiropractor and try to cut across.  If someone were to step off the curb they have a high chance of being hit.  They have put a tall sign in front of the building and billboards posting the speed limit of 25 mph.  They don’t mind, but she does not think it is their responsibility to make people aware of the speed limit.  She is a voting citizen and finds it negligent on the part of the town.  She questioned, how many people have to get killed before a stop light is put in; how long do people have to take the chance of crossing the road or pulling out to go from one side to the other.  How many people have to be hurt and how many accidents have to occur before something is done.  As stated, the rumble strips have to do with VDOT.  She said to call VDOT, then asked if it was her responsibility to call VDOT to ask for rumble strips.  If so, she asked that they let her know tonight because she will call Wednesday and find out what steps she needs to take.  If she needs to attend another meeting she will.  She sees the police sitting on the north end of town all the time.  She knows where they sit.  She knows where she needs to slow down.  She stated nobody knows the speed limit and by the time they go through the stop light at Marlboro Rd and Main St it is free game.  If her child was one who got hit and she had expressed concerns through phone calls, she would be a very unhappy mom.  Now that it has been brought to the attention of Council she hoped they would see the importance of making the 25 mph speed limit as important on the south end as it is on the north end.


Chief Bockey said he would continue enforcement.

There were no other comments.   
MINUTES – Regular Meeting of November 4, 2014 
Council member Hollis moved for approval of the minutes of the regular Town Council meeting of November 4, 2014 and the motion carried with the following recorded vote:

Recorded Vote:


Vice Mayor Fravel

-
Aye

Nay - None

Council member Hollis
-
Aye

Absent – Council member Grayson
Council member Nauman
-
Aye

Absent – Council member Bowers
TREASURER’S REPORT 
The Mayor asked for the Treasurer’s report, which Tina Wyatt, Town Treasurer offered as presented.  Council member Hollis did not have any comments and there were no other comments from Council.  The Treasurer’s report was accepted as presented for information.
POLICE REPORT – Charles Bockey, Chief 

Mayor Dilg asked Chief Bockey for the police report.  Chief Bockey said it was not too bad of a month.  Speeding citations had picked up.  DCJS came in to look at the firing range and approved it.  They had a lot of volunteer work done and Officer Ron Fox had been working hard on it.  It needed some work before they can start using it.

Chief Bockey stated that the manufacturer of their guns, Glock, has a program where they will take their old Glock .40 caliber guns, which they have had for 10 or 11 years, and give the department new generation guns.  The new Glock Generation 4 guns will be provided in return for the existing guns.  There are currently 5 guns and they will receive 5 new guns for the cost of $250.00, which covers shipping and handling and paperwork.  Mr. Kehoe asked if it was $250.00 each and Chief Bockey replied that it was for all five.  The new Glocks should be in at the end of December or January.  DCJS had given an extension for officers to qualify at the firing range until the new guns are in.  The department will send the old guns back to Glock.  Chief Bockey stated that guns usually sell for about $500.00 so this was a good deal.
The Mayor asked for any comments and Council member Nauman commended Chief Bockey and the officers for their work on the firing range.  There had been a lot of materials donated and a lot of volunteer work done.  Chief Bockey commented the weather had been a factor.  

There were no further comments.

ACTION AGENDA
A.  Approve letter and direct Town Manager to send to Secretary Layne regarding Rt 277 delays.
Mayor Dilg asked the Town Manager for comments.  Mr. Kehoe stated he would comment on traffic issues as well.  He went to the MPO meeting the previous week with Assistant Town Manager, Mike Majher.  He had missed the meeting in September when the announcement was made that the 277 corridor was being defunded due to new legislation on how to prioritize statewide road improvements.  This region lost out and Mr. Kehoe thought the Town Council would endorse the letter written by the MPO. After reading the letter drafted by MPO, he thought the Town should go a step further with stronger language to express why the town had been suffering from traffic congestion for the last 30 years not the last 10 to 15 years, and it could continue for a half century.  This town experiences traffic jams like the larger communities.  It was being overlooked because of its size and would probably continue to be; however, there was no reason not to complain about it, much like the public comments from earlier in the evening.  Unless someone was made aware of it, it tends to be put on the back burner.  He clarified that he had gotten speed complaints about the south end and the west end.  He stated that everybody wanted traffic to slow and it was an issue.  The trouble in the town was traffic slows at the stop light, sometimes for a couple of hours.  He noted an amendment to the letter made earlier in the day by the Planning Commission, which was highlighted in yellow on copies provided to Council.  It spoke to how the traffic congestion hindered businesses in town and people do not come into town because of the traffic.  He recommended the amendment be made and the letter be sent to Secretary Layne and copied to Delegate Berg and Senator Vogel.

Council member Nauman made a motion to adopt the letter.

The Mayor asked for discussion and Council member Nauman expressed disappointment in VDOT’s continued delays regarding almost every project in the Commonwealth.  He acknowledged there were funding implications.  

There was no further discussion.

The mayor called for a vote and the motion carried with the following recorded vote:

Recorded Vote:


Vice Mayor Fravel

-
Aye

Nay - None


Council member Hollis
-
Aye

Absent – Council member Grayson

Council member Nauman
-
Aye

Absent – Council member Bowers

B.  Adopt Resolution for Northern Shenandoah Valley Regional Commission
Mr. Kehoe reported that TDC was asking the localities and jurisdictions to endorse a resolution, part of which is to increase the per capita fee, the other part being for monies to go into a regional water study.  This took place a couple of years ago and he was not familiar with what it encompassed, but it amounted to about $150.00 for the town to participate in this regional water planning.


Mayor Dilg asked and Mr. Kehoe clarified that it was $0.58 for a member’s fee and an additional $0.14 for the regional water planning study.  The Mayor stated it was to meet the legislative resolutions that had come out.  The action before the Council was if you will agree to pay the increased fees for the upcoming year and the following year.  
Vice-Mayor Fravel made a motion to accept the Resolution.  The motion passed with the following recorded vote;
Recorded Vote:


Vice Mayor Fravel

-
Aye

Nay - None


Council member Hollis
-
Aye

Absent – Council member Grayson

Council member Nauman
-
Aye

Absent – Council member Bowers

                


COMMITTEE REPORTS
A.   Administrative Committee – Joseph Hollis, Chair

No meeting was held.
B.   Finance Committee – Joseph Hollis, Chair 

No meeting was held.
C.  Personnel Committee – Joseph Hollis, Chair

No meeting was held. 
D.  Public Safety Committee – Ronald Bowers, Chair 


Council member Bowers was absent.
E.  Public Works Committee – Joseph Grayson, Chair
 
Council member Grayson was absent.
F.   Water/Sewer Committee 
Council member Nauman reported that the committee report was attached.  He had no further comments. 
G. Parks & Recreation Commission – Ronald Bowers, Chair

Councilmember Bowers was absent.  
Council member Hollis made a motion that Town Council approve the committee meeting minutes and reports for information as presented and the motion passed unanimously.
TOWN MANAGERS REPORT – Mike Kehoe, Town Manager
1. Mr. Kehoe continued the discussion of VDOT.  There would be a meeting with VDOT officials after the first of the year to discuss issues that had been brought up about west Fairfax St and he would bring up the rumble strips.  In the past when they have sent a letter to VDOT there has been no response, so they plan to have a meeting instead. 
2. Mr. Kehoe gave an update on the Veterans Memorial.  The projected dedication did not occur on Veterans Day, due to delays in brick and material.  It was coming along and looked good.  He believed there are 150 bricks that had been ordered.  Every day people signed up for bricks and every brick helped pay for the memorial.
3. The Christmas decorations were not up yet due to a delay in a shipment of replacement light bulbs.  About half of the bulbs needed to be replaced.  An order had been made two and a half to three weeks ago and the shipment was displaced.  It was shipped on Monday and he hoped the decorations would be up by the end of the week.
4. Mr. Kehoe advised that Town Council and staff and guests were invited to a holiday luncheon at Carrabba’s on December 29th at noon.
COUNCIL COMMENTS/CALENDAR


The Mayor said Council had the calendars before them and asked for any changes.  
The Finance Committee meeting on December 24 was cancelled due to being on Christmas Eve and the Town Treasurer being busy with utility billing.  A decision was made to cancel the meeting but it would need to meet in January.  There were no other changes to December and no changes to January.

Council member Nauman moved to accept the calendar changes and the motion passed unanimously. 

MOTION FOR CLOSED MEETING

Date: 
December 2, 2014

Motion By: Council member Hollis
I move that the Council of the Town of Stephens City enter Closed Session pursuant to Section 2.2-3711.A.7 of the Code of Virginia, 1950, As Amended, for the purpose of consultation with legal counsel and briefing by staff members or consultants pertaining to actual or probable litigation, where such consultation or briefing in open meeting would adversely affect the negotiating or litigating posture of the public body.               

VOTE:

Aye – 
Vice Mayor Fravel

Council member Grayson

Council member Hollis

Council member Nauman
Nay –
None
Absent/Abstain – Council member Bowers


Council member Grayson
ATTEST: ______________________


   Susan Jarreau

   Assistant Town Clerk

CERTIFICATION OF CLOSED MEETING

RESOLUTION

Date:
December 2, 2014

Motion By: Council member Joseph Hollis
WHEREAS, the Council of the Town of Stephens City, Virginia has convened a closed meeting on this date pursuant to an affirmative recorded vote and in accordance with the provisions of the Virginia Freedom of Information Act; and

WHEREAS, Section 2.2-3712.D of the Code of Virginia requires a certification by this Council that such Closed Meeting was conducted in conformity with Virginia law,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Council hereby certifies that, to the best of each member’s knowledge, (i) only public business matters lawfully exempted from open meeting requirements by Virginia law were discussed in the closed meeting to which this certification resolution applies, and (ii) only such public business matters as were identified in the motion convening the closed meeting were heard, discussed or considered by the Council.

RECORDED ROLL CALL VOTE:

Aye – Vice-Mayor Fravel

Council member Hollis


Council member Nauman
Nay – None
Absent –
Council member Bowers

Council member Grayson
Abstain – None
_________________________________

Susan Jarreau, Assistant Town Clerk

No action was taken as a result of the closed session.  There being no further business, Council member Hollis moved to adjourn at 8:30 p.m. and the motion carried.








___________________________________








Martha Dilg, Mayor 

__________________________________

Susan Jarreau, Assistant Town Clerk
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