Town Council Minutes – July 1, 2014 




REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING OF THE STEPHENS CITY TOWN COUNCIL

Tuesday July 1, 2014
7:30 p.m.

Mayor Joy Shull-Gellner called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. She announced that the Boy Scouts present from Troop 15 and 159 would lead everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance.
Council member Dilg offered the invocation. 

Roll call showed the following present: 

Council member Ronald Bowers, Council member Martha Dilg, Council member Joseph Hollis, Council member JasonNauman.  

Absent: Vice Mayor Linden A. Fravel, Jr., Council member Joseph Grayson
Staff present: Mike Kehoe, Town Manager; Chief of Police, Charles Bockey, Tina Wyatt, Town 
          Treasurer, Dianne MacMillan, Town Clerk.  
Press:   Ryan Cornell – Northern Virginia Daily; Melissa Boughton, Winchester Star
Guests:  Jerry Tinsman, Sherando Warrior Club 

 Jim Vogt, BSA Troop 15 with members of BSA Troop 159

AGENDA

The Council adopted the agenda for July 1, 2014 unanimously.

PUBLIC COMMENT

The Mayor asked if there was anyone present who wished to address Council on any item not on the agenda.  


Jimmy Tinsman appeared on behalf of Sherando Warrior Club and Sherando High School.  He said they were seeking approval for the club for use of Main Street and the Commons for the annual Homecoming parade on Sept 25th.  He said the parade would start about 6:30 with lineup at the end of town about 5:00 and they would like to use the Commons shortly after that for the usual activities.  Mr. Tinsman said a list of the activities was not available but they would definitely have the bonfire. The Mayor asked the Chief if approval from VDOT was needed and he said Mr. Kehoe usually applied for the permit.  Mr. Kehoe asked if this would be the sixth or seventh year and Mr. Tinsman said it would be the seventh. He added that they were grateful for the relationship that Sherando had with the Town.  The Mayor said it was a good activity for both Sherando and the Town.  
Council member Hollis moved that the Town approve the Sherando High school request to use Main St. and the Newtown Commons contingent on approval by VDOT and the motion passed with the following recorded vote.

Recorded Vote:


Council member Bowers
-
Aye

Nay - None


Council member Dilg

-
Aye

Abstain - None

Council member Hollis
-
Aye

Absent – Vice Mayor Fravel

Council member Nauman
-
Aye 

                Council member Grayson


 Mr. Kehoe said he would advise the Warrior Club when VDOT approval was received.  He added that there was usually a $100.00 fee that was usually waived.
Mr. Jim Vogt, Assistant Scout Master addressed Council stating he brought six scouts who were completing a requirement for the merit badge in citizenship and community. He said the requirement for tonight was to attend a meeting of Town Council and choose one of the issues discussed at the meeting where differences of opinion were expressed and explain what sides they were on.  He said there were two scouts from Troop 15 - Nicholas Corbett and Sebastian Vogt and four scouts from Troop 159 – Shawn Morris, Andrew Denard, William Bottom and Matt Steinhoff.  The Mayor thanked them and welcomed them to the meeting.  Mr. Bowers stated he had been a boy scout and a sea scout and he thought that this was one of the greatest organizations this country had – it’s prepared the young folks for the future.  The Mayor said she hoped to see their names in the future when they earned their Eagle Scout rank.  Chief Bockey advised that Officer Fox had been approached by the scouts about projects at the firing range and also an Eagle Scout project would be undertaken at the firing range in the future..
MINUTES – Regular Meeting of June 3, 2014; Special Meeting Minutes of June 18, 2014 

and Special Meeting Minutes of June 25, 2014 
Council member Nauman moved for approval of the minutes of the regular Town Council meeting of June 3; the Special Town Council meeting of June 18 and the Special Town Council meeting of June 25, 2014 and the motion carried with the following recorded vote:

Recorded Vote:


Council member Bowers
-
Aye

Nay - None

Council member Dilg

-
Aye

Abstain - None

Council member Hollis
-
Aye

Absent – Vice Mayor Fravel
Council member Nauman
-
Aye 

                Council member Grayson


TREASURERS REPORT 
The Mayor said that Council had the Treasurer’s report and asked if there were any questions for the Treasurer.  The Treasurer reported that the CD at United Bank had been closed. There were no further comments and the treasurer’s report was accepted for information only.
POLICE REPORT – Charles Bockey, Chief 

The Mayor advised that the members had the Police Report and asked for any questions to be directed to Chief Bockey.  The Chief reported that all the officers had completed their training on the new computer system and in three to four weeks when the equipment arrives, the program would be ready to go. Mr. Kehoe had signed the purchase order for the system. He mentioned that the County was already on the system and had run into a few glitches which they hoped to have fixed soon.

ACTION AGENDA
A. Re-appointment to Historic Preservation Commission – Carol Horne

The Mayor said the first item on the action agenda was a reappointment to the Historic Preservation Commission.  Carol Horne had agreed to serve another term.  She would be reappointed to extend her term to December 31, 2014 and in January 2015 would be appointed for a full four year term to end December 31, 2018.
Council member Dilg moved to reappoint Carol Horne to the Historic Preservation Commission through December 31, 2014 and the motion passed with the following recorded vote:
Recorded Vote:


Council member Bowers
-
Aye

Nay – None


Council member Dilg

-
Aye

Abstain - None

Council member Hollis
-
Aye

Absent – Vice Mayor Fravel
Council member Nauman
-
Aye


   Council member Grayson
COMMITTEE REPORTS
A.   Administrative Committee – Joseph Hollis, Chair

No meeting was held.
B.   Finance Committee – Joseph Hollis, Chair 
Council member Hollis reported that the Finance Committee met prior to the Special Meeting on June 25 to recommend budget transfers which were addressed at that meeting.  He added that they also discussed transfer of funds to cover the fireworks for the Newtown Heritage Festival.

Council member Hollis moved that Council approve a transfer of $5000.00 to cover the cost of fireworks at the Newtown Heritage Festival and the motion passed with the following recorded vote:

Recorded Vote:


Council member Bowers
-
Aye

Nay - None


Council member Dilg

-
Aye

Abstain - None

Council member Hollis
-
Aye

Absent – Vice Mayor Fravel
Council member Nauman
-
Aye


   Council member Grayson
C.  Personnel Committee – Martha Dilg, Chair

No meeting was held. 
D.  Public Safety Committee – Ronald Bowers, Chair 


No meeting was held.
E.  Public Works Committee – Joseph Grayson, Chair

No meeting was held.
F.   Water/Sewer Committee 
Council member Nauman said the Committee met on Wednesday, June 18 for a general update on the audit with FCSA.  He reported that the engineer had met with the authority and he was still gathering data with plans to report to Council in a couple of weeks. He added that the Public Work staff was still working on several fire hydrants.  He asked for any questions and there were none.
G. Parks & Recreation Commission – Ronald Bowers, Chair

No meeting was held.
Council member Bowers moved that Town Council approved the committee meeting minutes and reports for information.  The motion passed unanimously.
TOWN MANAGERS REPORT – Mike Kehoe, Town Manager
1. Mr. Kehoe reported that the groundbreaking ceremony for the Veterans’ Memorial went over very well.  There were about 50 people in attendance and Mr. Bowers and the Mayor both made presentations which were well received.  He said that since that time the Town had received an influx of brick memorial donations and sponsorships.  The plan was to begin work as soon as possible – the building permit was issued and now a pre- construction meeting with the building official was required before work could begin.

2. Mr. Kehoe reported that the assistant town manager application period closed on the 30th and approximately 30 resumes and applications had been received. He said this would provide a good pool of resources for review.  He said the Office of the Mayor would review these.  The Mayor scheduled this meeting for Tuesday, July 8th at 3:00 pm.  All members of the committee agreed to the date and time for review of resumes.
3. Mr. Kehoe reported receiving four proposals for IT services for the computer system and he would be reviewing these.  He said that the current IT contract expires in August.  He added that this was the first time the Town sent out RFP’s for IT Services since 2007.
4. The Town Manager said that work had been going on at the old school repairing the slate roof.  He said that it had deteriorated so badly you could see holes in the slates themselves.  He said they were also conducting painting of the roof on the old cafeteria building.
5. Mr. Kehoe said Planning Commission needed two members.  He said that he had names of two people who had expressed interest in serving – Mike Crites of Barley Drive and Steve Happek of Stephens Run.  He said the Planning Commission had not had much business to conduct in the last few months.  The interested citizens would probably send in a resume before any appointments were made.  The Mayor added that the Chairman of the Planning Commission, Mr. Fravel would probably like to review these before any action was taken.
6. Mr. Kehoe said the Planning District Commission indicated that it was Stephens City’s turn to provide a member to serve on the executive committee.  Council member Dilg serves on this commission currently and she would continue to service until her term expired.  Council member Nauman moved that Council appoint Council member Dilg to the Northern Shenandoah Regional Commission Board of Directors, term to end when she leaves office, and the motion passed with the following recorded vote:
Recorded Vote:


Council member Bowers
-
Aye

Nay - None


Council member Dilg

-
Aye

Abstain - None

Council member Hollis
-
Aye

Absent – Vice Mayor Fravel

Council member Nauman
-
Aye

   Council member Grayson

COUNCIL COMMENTS/CALENDAR


The Mayor asked for changes to the calendar and Council comments.  There were no changes and the Mayor stated that all meetings would stand as shown on the calendar unless otherwise notified.

The Mayor read her letter of resignation to Council as follows
“It is with mixed emotions that I hereby resign as Mayor of Stephens City effective July 31, 2014 as I will be moving to Smith Mountain Lake.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the Council, Town employees and citizens for allowing me to serve you for the past 34 years.  I sincerely appreciate all the support that I have received from everyone and wish only the very best for the Town in the future.

Best wishes, Joy Shull-Gellner”

Council member Hollis said “it has been a pleasure serving with her.  I have only been on council 1/3 the time you have and I have learned a whole lot from you in that short period of time.  I think you have really been a wonderful mayor – first female mayor ever – so that is something you can always take with you.  It has been a pleasure serving with you and I know the rest of Council agrees that it has been a distinct pleasure to serve with you.”  Those present gave Joy Shull-Gellner a round of applause.  Mr. Kehoe said there would be a small reception for the outgoing Mayor soon.

There being no further business, Council member Hollis moved to adjourn at 8:50 p.m. and the motion carried.








___________________________________








Joy B. Shull-Gellner, Mayor 

__________________________________

Dianne L. MacMillan, CMC, Town Clerk
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