Town Council Minutes – August 5, 2014 




REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING OF THE STEPHENS CITY TOWN COUNCIL

Tuesday August 5, 2014
7:30 p.m.

Acting Mayor Linden A. Fravel, Jr. called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. and led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance.
Council member Grayson offered the invocation. 

Roll call showed the following present: 

Council member Martha Dilg, Council member Joseph Grayson, Council member Joseph Hollis, Council member Jason Nauman.  

Absent: Council member Ronald Bowers
Staff present: Mike Kehoe, Town Manager; Chief of Police, Charles Bockey, David Griffin, 

          Town Attorney; TinaWyatt, Town Treasurer, Dianne MacMillan, Town Clerk.  
Press:   Ryan Cornell, Northern Virginia Daily
Guests:  Applicants for Assistant Town Manager Position
AGENDA

On motion by Council member Grayson, the Council adopted the agenda as amended for second closed session for August 5, 2014 and the motion passed unanimously.

PUBLIC COMMENT

Acting Mayor Fravel asked if there was anyone present who wished to address Council on any item not on the agenda.  There was no response.
MINUTES – Regular Meeting of July 1, 2014 
Council member Hollis moved for approval of the minutes of the regular Town Council meeting of July 1, 2014 and the motion carried with the following recorded vote:

Recorded Vote:


Council member Dilg

-
Aye

Nay - None

Council member Grayson
-
Aye

Abstain - None

Council member Hollis
-
Aye

Absent – Council member Bowers
Council member Nauman
-
Aye 

                


TREASURERS REPORT 
The Acting Mayor said that Council had the Treasurer’s report and asked if there were any questions for the Treasurer.  Mr. Kehoe, Town Manager reported that the auditors would be in the office the next day.  Council member Hollis asked if tax collections were on target and the Treasurer indicated that they were. There were no further comments and the treasurer’s report was accepted for information only.
POLICE REPORT – Charles Bockey, Chief 

The Acting Mayor advised that the members had the Police Report and asked for any questions to be directed to Chief Bockey.  Mr. Kehoe asked if the police cars were equipped with the computers yet and the Chief said not yet.  The Police report was accepted for information.
ACTION AGENDA
A. Appointment to Planning Commission – Steven Happek

Vice Mayor Fravel stated there was a proposed appointment to the Planning Commission. Mr. Kehoe said there were two vacancies. One applicant submitted a resume and expressed a willingness to serve on the Planning Commission. Mr. Happek was recommended by Councilmember Nauman.  Mr. Kehoe said Mr. Happek lived in Stephens Landing and was a member of the HOA.  Council member Nauman said that Mr. Happek was a member of the HOA and had served on the architectural review board, the social and events committee and was presently serving as secretary of the board.  Vice Mayor Fravel said this left one more vacancy.  
Council member Nauman moved to appoint Steven Happek to the Planning Commission through December 31, 2014 to be appointed to a full four year term in January of 2015 and the motion passed with the following recorded vote:
Recorded Vote:


Council member Bowers
-
Aye

Nay – None


Council member Dilg

-
Aye

Abstain - None

Council member Hollis
-
Aye

Absent – Vice Mayor Fravel
Council member Nauman
-
Aye


   Council member Grayson
COMMITTEE REPORTS
A.   Administrative Committee – Joseph Hollis, Chair

No meeting was held.
B.   Finance Committee – Joseph Hollis, Chair 

No meeting was held.
C.  Personnel Committee – Martha Dilg, Chair

Council member Dilg reported that the committee had started the interview process. 
D.  Public Safety Committee – Ronald Bowers, Chair 


Mr. Kehoe reported that there was a recommendation from the public safety committee to Town Council to look at enhanced speeding fines for Fairfax Street and a resolution would be before Council at the September meeting.  He said a resolution would be sent to VDOT with their final decision.  This would be west from the stop light on Fairfax and would double the fines.  Chief Bockey said this would be up to $200.00 on top of the regular fine.  Council member Hollis asked what qualified for enhanced fines.  Chief Bockey said he was looking into this but his biggest concern was that there was a mix of residential and commercial speed zones. He added that normally enhanced speed zones would be going into a subdivision.  He said the Police Department had been keeping an eye on the speeding in Town and the north end was starting to pick up.  Mr. Kehoe asked if the warning message board was still available. The Chief said he would try to get it back in town.
Council member Nauman said since this would come before Council next month he would like say that this came about after some conversation with the Police Department with regard to speeding on Fairfax and concerns that posed.  According to the Code of Virginia Section 46.2-878.2, VDOT may establish a special speeding violation designation that makes it a traffic infraction for speeding punishable by an enhanced fine of not more than $200.00. And according to VDOT policies and procedures adopted June 17, 1999 by the Commonwealth Transportation Board established that a location must meet the following criteria in order to be eligible for the enhanced maximum fine for speeding: 1) Identification of the neighborhood and specific location where signs will be installed which would be Fairfax St west of Main, 2) confirmation that the roadway meets the definitions of local residential and collector streets as defined by VDOT and 3) verification that a speeding problem exists which would present no problem in this case.  Council member Nauman said that HOA passed a resolution and requested that Council do the same to request this enhanced speeding zone.  Vice Mayor Fravel stated that this would come back before Council at the next meeting. 
E.  Public Works Committee – Joseph Grayson, Chair

Council member Grayson said the committee did meet but there was no action requested of Council at this time.  He said meeting notes were attached and there was a report of the findings on the old school buildings and what would be required moving forward there depending on the use.  Vice Mayor Fravel asked Mr. Kehoe about a response to a letter from VDOT inquiring about the transportation museum in the old school building.  Mr. Kehoe said the Town did have a grant of $500,000.00 from 2000 which only covered half of what it cost to bring it up to code and usability.  He said he responded that it was open to the public by appointment only, since the Stonehouse Foundation had a wagon museum and thought that would suffice but he had not heard back.  Vice Mayor Fravel said this was one of the front page articles in the Newtown History Newsletter so Mr. Kehoe may want to send them a copy of that.  
F.   Water/Sewer Committee 
Council member Nauman reported that the minutes from the water/sewer committee were included.  He said they had no action items at this time but there was some discussion needed but it related to a contract that would be addressed in closed session.
G. Parks & Recreation Commission – Ronald Bowers, Chair

Mr. Kehoe reported that the Town received a letter from VML which did inspections on town parks and found them in good shape.  Vice Mayor Fravel asked about the Veterans’ Memorial and Mr. Kehoe said that Town contractor Dicky Sandy would start on grading next week.  Council member Nauman asked if the dedication was still scheduled for Veterans’ Day.  Mr. Kehoe said he hoped that would still happen.
Council member Dilg moved that Town Council approved the committee meeting minutes and reports for information.  The motion passed unanimously.
TOWN MANAGERS REPORT – Mike Kehoe, Town Manager
1. Mr. Kehoe reported that letters were sent out everyone living on Ravenwood, Filbert and Bridle about putting out trash earlier than the day of trash pickup and this practice had subsided a little bit.  He stated that the Police Department had been helping with this.  He added that some residents had put out trash on Saturday for pick up on Wednesday.  He thanked Officer Fox for his assistance with that problem.
2. Mr. Kehoe said he wanted to remind and warn everyone that the Route 11 Yard Crawl would be this weekend.

COUNCIL COMMENTS/CALENDAR


The Mayor asked for changes to the calendar and Council comments. Council member Dilg changed the meeting time for Personnel to 5:00 pm on August 12.  There were no other changes and the Vice Mayor stated that all meetings would stand as shown on the calendar unless otherwise notified.
MOTION FOR CLOSED MEETING

Date: 
August 5, 2014 – 7:45 p.m.
Motion By: Council member Joseph Grayson
I move that the Council of the Town of Stephens City enter Closed Session pursuant to Section 2.2-3711.A.1 of the Code of Virginia, 1950, As Amended, for the purpose of discussion, consideration, or interviews of prospective candidates for employment and Section 2.2-3711.A.7 consultation with legal counsel and briefing by staff members or consultants pertaining to actual or probable litigation.               

VOTE:

Aye –  Vice Mayor Fravel

Council member Dilg

Council member Grayson

Council member Hollis

Council member Nauman
Nay –
None
Absent/Abstain - None
ATTEST: ______________________


   Dianne L. MacMillan, CMC


   Town Clerk

CERTIFICATION OF CLOSED MEETING 

RESOLUTION

Date:
August 5, 2014

Motion By: Council member Joseph Grayson
WHEREAS, the Council of the Town of Stephens City, Virginia has convened a closed meeting on this date pursuant to an affirmative recorded vote and in accordance with the provisions of the Virginia Freedom of Information Act; and

WHEREAS, Section 2.2-3712.D of the Code of Virginia requires a certification by this Council that such Closed Meeting was conducted in conformity with Virginia law,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Council hereby certifies that, to the best of each member’s knowledge, (i) only public business matters lawfully exempted from open meeting requirements by Virginia law were discussed in the closed meeting to which this certification resolution applies, and (ii) only such public business matters as were identified in the motion convening the closed meeting were heard, discussed or considered by the Council.

RECORDED ROLL CALL VOTE:

Aye –  Vice Mayor Fravel

Council member Dilg

Council member Grayson

Council member Hollis

Council member Nauman
Nay – None
Absent/Abstain – None
_________________________________

Dianne L. MacMillan, CMC, Town Clerk

No action taken as a result of Closed Session.
There being no further business, Council member Dilg moved to adjourn at 9:40 p.m. and the motion carried.








___________________________________








Linden A. Fravel, Vice Mayor 

__________________________________

Dianne L. MacMillan, CMC, Town Clerk
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