
Town of Stephens City Historic Preservation  

Commission Minutes 

Tuesday, September 18, 2012 (5:00 p.m.) 

 

The Town of Stephens City Historic Preservation Committee held their meeting on Tuesday, September 18, 

2012 at 5:00 p.m. 

 

Attendees:       Absent: 

 

Chairman, Allen Barley         

Susan Boyd         

Ben Cooley       

Carol Horne 

Gary Kula 

Byron Smith 

David Edwards 

 

Staff Present:       Also Present: 

 

Town Planner, Brian Henshaw    Jim Donovan 

       

Call to Order: 

 

With a quorum present, Chairman Barley called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m.  

 

Chairman Barley welcomed all to the meeting and asked if there were any announcements. 

 

Chairman Barley entertained a motion to approve the minutes. 

 

Commissioner Kula made a motion to approve the minutes. Commissioner Boyd seconded the motion. 

 

The motion was approved. 

 

Action Items: 

 

Certificate of Appropriateness 06-12 – 5303 Main Street – Jim Donovan 

 

Mr. Henshaw briefly presented the application for Mr. Donovan stating that he is applying to replace the 

existing plank doors with solid plank doors for better security, replace the front window of the back building 

with a multi-pane window to match the front window and to place a sign in the gable of the front building for 

his business. 

 

Mr. Donovan also spoke on his behalf and shared some his background in preservation and the nature of his 

business. 

 

Commissioner Horne questioned Mr. Donovan as to whether his business would include retail sales? Mr. 

Donovan stated that his business was 99% custom orders and that he would not have any retail at the 

establishment. His main purpose is to utilize the building as his workshop and office for the business. The 



commissioners in general asked Mr. Donovan about the materials for the proposed signage and if he was 

considering additional signage along Main Street. Mr. Donovan first stated that the sign for the business 

would be all hand carved wood, which is his specialty. Secondly he has considered placing additional 

signage along Main Street but said he would need to approach the owner first and would come back to the 

HPC if he wanted to add additional signage for the business.  

 

Chairman Barley opened the floor for a motion. 

 

Commissioner Smith moved to approve the Certificate of Appropriateness. Commissioner Edwards 

seconded the motion. 

 

The motion passed.  

 

Discussion: 
 

Certificate of Appropriateness 04-12- 5352 Main Street (Administrative Approval) 

 

Mr. Henshaw briefly explained that the COA had been approved administratively due to this was a project 

for the homeowner that started out as front porch deck replacement and eventually evolved into the 

rebuilding of the front porch. The front porch was rebuilt in a “like for like” manor and is completed.  

 

In general consensus, the Commission approved the Administrative Approval. 

 

Certificate of Appropriateness 05-12- 960 Green Street Administrative Approval) 

 

Mr. Henshaw briefly explained that the COA had been approved administratively due to the timing and the 

nature of the situation. Mr. Henshaw explained that the owner’s daughter and son-in-law were helping the 

owner with the replacement of the porch. The porch was deemed unsafe and was pulling away from the 

home. The home is wrapped in vinyl siding and the applicants were wanting to wrap the replacement porch 

in vinyl siding as well, however I stated that they would need to hold off on the replacement of the porch 

until they brought the application to the HPC. However due to safety concerns and having the contractor 

ready to move forward, they decided to replace the porch “like for like”. The carpenter tried to salvage the 

original posts; however the existing posts had internal damage and rotting. The carpenter was going to 

recreate the original posts.  Mr. Henshaw also stated that he did go down to look at the porch with 

Commissioner Smith to discuss the replacement of the porch and  that Commissioner Smith concurred that 

replacement of like for like may be okay, but if the applicant wanted to wrap the porch in vinyl siding or 

utilize siding, it should come before the commission. 

 

In general consensus, the Commission approved the Administrative Approval. 

 

In General: 

 

After the discussion of these two applications, Mr. Henshaw requested direction from the Commission with 

regard to administrative approvals. Mr. Henshaw stated that these situations do not happen often, but do 

happen occasionally and would like to know if the Commissioners felt comfortable allowing him to make an 

administrative approval. After a brief discussion, the commissioners agreed that this is appropriate. Mr. 

Henshaw stated that he would always report any such instances and will most likely encourage review of all 

applications by the commission. 



Other Business: 

 

Mr. Henshaw briefly announced the Stephens City Business Association would be having a Business 

Summit on Thursday, October 11
th
 in order to try and reinvigorate the Business Association. One of the 

follow ups from this event will be working with the Small Business Development Center at Lord Fairfax 

Community College to work with Main Street businesses and effective marketing. These activities are tied to 

the Historic Preservation Commission through the intention to create new businesses along Main Street 

which in turn helps to preserve historic structures. 

 

Adjourn:  
 

Without any additional business, Chairman Barley adjourned the meeting at 5:39 p.m. 


